MISSISSIPPI MAIN STREET ASSOCIATION HOLDS ANNUAL AWARDS LUNCHEON

May 16, 2008. JACKSON, Miss.- The Mississippi Main Street Association (MMSA) celebrated the achievements of Mississippi Main Street communities and member towns at the Annual Awards Luncheon at the Old Capitol Inn in downtown Jackson today.

The features speaker for the event was Gray Swoope, Executive Director of the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA).  Swoope assisted Suzanne Smith, MMSA Board President, with the awards presentations.

Among the Award Recipients was the $1,000 Shopping Spree for the Best Retail Promotion Award.  Accepting the award was Lynn Ryals, of Tunica Main Street.  Tunica’s $1,000 Shopping Spree begins with Annual Christmas Open House in downtown Tunica and ended one week prior to Christmas.  Shoppers were awarded entries based on the amount of purchases they made with a drawing at the end of the event.  For every $25 spent with a participating Merchant the shopper received one entry.  The promotion generated $33,000 in sales.

Another Award Recipient was Bobby Williams for The Spirit of Main Street Award.  Accepting the award was Bobby Williams, of Tunica, Miss.  Downtown’s greatest cheerleader, Bobby Williams, made Tunica his home almost 40 years ago.  His career began as a merchant, went on to serve as a city alderman, and served 12 years as Mayor of Tunica.  Bobby was Mayor when Tunica Main Street was founded and now serves on the Tunica County Board of Supervisors.  Bobby has contributed to an amazing transformation of the small town of Tunica.

Bob Wilson, MMSA Executive Director, hosted the awards, with the help from MMSA Program Service Directors, Sam Agnew, Northern District; Jan Miller, Central District; and Stacy Pair, Southern District.

“The 2008 Awards Luncheon gives us the opportunity to celebrate our annual award winners and pay tribute to our Main Street communities and volunteers who work diligently to revitalize their downtowns,” Wilson said.

“We are proud that the Mississippi program consistently ranks in the top Main Street programs throughout the country.  These awards are an opportunity to recognize those individuals, businesses, special projects and agencies that make that high rank a reality,” he said.

From records dating back to 1993, the Mississippi Main Street program, a program of MDA, has been responsible for $3.2 billion in combined public and private reinvestment across the state.

MMSA currently has 56 active community programs throughout the state as well as more than 39 municipal member communities that receive limited services from MMSA.  In addition to the investment figures, MMSA has been responsible for more than 4,204 new businesses, 24,913 new jobs and 2,256 building rehabilitations.  

More than 1,800 Main Street programs participate in 50 other states as well as the United Kingdom, Canada and Australia.  The Main Street program is an Economic Development Program of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

